
 

Do you know your credit score?  Do you know 

what it means? Would you ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘƻΩǎ 

ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŀǘ ȅƻǳǊ ŎǊŜŘƛǘ ǎŎƻǊŜ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ 

doing with the information? 

A credit score is a 3-digit number that is used to 

gauge your creditworthiness. Your credit union or 

bank, insurance company, even your landlord all 

use the information contained in your credit 

report to determine the rates they will charge you 

for their services. 

Your credit report is important, and you should 

know what is on it. This will enable you to take 

steps to correct any errors that may adversely 

affect your score.  By law everyone is entitled to a 

free copy of their credit report once per calendar 

year. This can be obtained at 

www.annualcreditreport.com and entering your 

information.  However, this will not display your 

credit score but for a small fee it will generate it.  

You should review your credit report carefully and 

verify that the information correct. If an error is 

found, contact the credit reporting agency directly 

for help in resolving any discrepancies.  

If your credit score is low, there are several ways 

to improve it. First, the most critical is paying 

your debts on time, since it is 35% of the total 

calculation.  Secondly, keep your revolving 

(credit card) balances as low as possible. The 

amount of available credit you have is 30% of 

the scoring formula.  Next, keep old accounts, 

ŜǾŜƴ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳΣ as they are helpful 

in lengthening your credit history.  Longevity of 

your credit history amounts to 15% of the total.  

Lastly, the final 20% is comprised of the types of 

credit you are using and the frequency of 

inquiries to your credit file.  Too many inquiries 

in a short period of time can reduce your credit 

score by several points. 

By using credit sparingly and paying your debts 

promptly, you can maximize your credit score 

and credit worthiness.  Members with specific 

credit score questions can contact ACCEL 

Financial Counseling at www.accelservices.org or 

by calling toll free 1-877-33ACCEL, to speak with 

a credit consultant.  This is a free service 

provided to all members by WATFCU. 

 

 

Stop by WATFCU to receive an entry for our tailgating package: 
 

Apply for a loan: Receive 3 entries 
Establish a new service: Receive 2 entries 

 

*All members are eligible to enter 
**Drawing will be held November 23, 2011. 

 

The Holiday Season will be here before you know it, so let 
²!¢C/¦ ƘŜƭǇ ȅƻǳ ƧǳƳǇ ǎǘŀǊǘ ȅƻǳǊ ǎƘƻǇǇƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǳǊ ά¸ƻǳ tƛŎƪ нέ 
Holiday Loan Special. 
 
 
 
 
¢ƘŜ ά¸ƻǳ tƛŎƪ нέ ƭƻŀƴ ƻŦŦŜǊǎ ȅƻǳ ǘƘŜ ŦƭŜȄƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ŎƘƻƻǎŜ ǘƘŜ 
amount (max. $2,100) and the term (max. 21 months) that best fits your needs.  With rates as low as 5.25% 

APR*, make a holiday shopping list and check 
it twice! 
 

Apply on-line at www.watfcu.org or call 
724-222-8064 today! 
 
ϝCƛƴŀƭ !tw ƛǎ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘ ǘƻ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀƴǘΩǎ ǉǳŀƭƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ 
standard risk-based lending guidelines.  The monthly 
payment at 5.25% for 21 months is $49.95 per $1,000 
borrowed.  We are an equal opportunity lender. 

A charcoal grill complete with everything you need for 
the ultimate tailgating party! 

 

Your Credit 

Union Will 

be Closed:  
Monday, October 10 

Friday, November 11 

Thursday, November 24 

Friday, November 25 

Monday, December 26 

Monday, January 2 

CONTACT US AT: 

1245 Park Avenue  

Washington, Pa 15301 

 

724-222-8064 

fax 724-222-8092 

www.WATFCU.org 


